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Bibliotecile publice din Bucuresti nu au beneficiat in evolutia lor de constructia unor spatii
dedicate. Acoperirea inegala a orasului si functionarea in sedii improprii le-a afectat rolul si
impactul. in ciuda subfinantarii cronice, bibliotecile ramin insa locuri importante pe harta
cartierelor. in contextul disparitiei accelerate a spatiilor comunitare, unele biblioteci devin
adevarate centre comunitare implicite. Utilizatorii dezvolta o relatie personalizata cu
bibliotecarii si adopta filiala care devine ,biblioteca noastra”, iar ei , prietenii bibliotecii”. Aici,
utilizatorii primesc recomandari de carte, participa la comunitati de interese, se implica in
ingrijirea spatiului si contribuie la programarea activitatilor. in acest context, cercetarea Harta
Bibliotecilor de Cartier (HBC) si-a propus sa ilustreze potentialul comunitar al bibliotecilor prin
exemple locale. HBC a urmarit sa evidentieze impactul bibliotecilor asupra calitatii vietii,
contributia lor la mentinerea echitatii sociale si la coagularea comunitatilor. Cercetarea a
cautat sa pledeze cauza bibliotecilor in naratiunea publica si sa aduca argumente pentru
sustinerea, dezvoltarea si extinderea retelei de biblioteci publice. Cercetarea calitativa s-a
bazat pe o metodologie participativa, ce a inclus cartografiere, etnografie (ne)participativa,

interviuri semi-structurate si investigarea de arhive. in urma unor ateliere de cartografiere cu
utilizatori si bibliotecari, a fost redesenata harta infrastructurii publice, civice si sociale a
cartierelor ,vazute din usa bibliotecilor”. Hartile au fost distribuite in biblioteci, iar lectiile
invatate au fost diseminate in prezentari, articole, emisiuni si seminarii cu actorii implicati.
Sugestiile si recomandarile cercetarii s-au materializat printr-o serie de ateliere de educatie
aplicata in parteneriate cu institutii de invatamint (UAUIM, USAMV) in care au fost amenajate
participativ gradinile unor biblioteci. Sustinerea bibliotecilor publice pe masura nevoilor nu
inseamna doar locuitori informati, ci si echilibrati emotional, integrati intr-o comunitate de
interese si practici ca cetateni rezilienti si solidari in situatii de criza. Asociata nu doar
distributiei de cultura si educatie, ci si locuirii iImpreuna, biblioteca poate functiona ca un
laborator al comunitatilor. Cercetarea prin actiune poate articula atit dovezi si recomandari
catre politici publice, dar in acelasi timp si testa aceste propuneri prin actiuni si proiecte
concrete.

Public libraries in Bucharest have not benefited from the construction of dedicated spaces. The
uneven coverage of the city, operating in inadequate spaces, has affected their role and
impact. Despite chronic underfunding, libraries remain important spots on the neighborhoods’
map. In the context of the of community spaces’ accelerated disappearance, some libraries are
becoming implicit community centers. Users develop a personalized relationship with librarians
and adopt the branch as "our library" becoming "friends of the library". Here, users receive
book recommendations, participate in communities of interest, get involved in caring for the
space, and contribute to programming activities. In this context, the research Map of
Neighborhood Libraries (HBC) aimed to illustrate the libraries’ community potential through
local examples. HBC sought to highlight the impact of libraries on quality of life, their
contribution to maintaining social equity and bringing communities together. The research seek
to support the cause of libraries in the public narrative advocating for supporting, developing
and expanding the public library network. The qualitative research was based on a
participatory methodology, which included mapping, (non)participatory ethnography, semi-

structured interviews and archival investigation. Following mapping workshops with users and
librarians, a map of the public, civic and social infrastructure of the neighborhoods "as seen
from the libraries' doorstep" was redrawn. The maps were distributed in libraries, and lessons
learned were disseminated in presentations, articles, broadcasts and seminars with
stakeholders. The research’ suggestions and recommendations were materialized in
partnership with educational institutions (UAUIM, USAMV) through a series of applied education
workshops in which the gardens of some of the studied branches were participatively
transformed. Supporting public libraries as needed doesn’t entails just informed residents, but
also emotionally balanced citizens, integrated into a community of interests and practices as
resilient and supportive in times of crisis. Associated not only with the distribution of culture
and education, but also as a space of living together, the library can function as a community
laboratory. Action research can both articulate evidences and recommendations towards public
policy, but at the same time is able to test these proposals through concrete actions and
projects.



