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Caleido, conversia unei parcari in spatiu public cu piscina (sau acoperind usor o parcare din
Ferentari) Proiectul este amplasat in Ferentari, Bucuresti - un cartier faimos pentru comunitatea
sa mare de romi si provocarile sociale semnificative (saracie, abandon scolar, analfabetism,
abuz asupra femeilor si multe altele). in 2022, Fundatia Amfiteatru - clientul nostrum, a
organizat un festival cu scopul de a stimula educatia si spiritul comunitar si de a promova non-
discriminarea. Festivalul a inclus concerte ale artistilor proveniti de la scoala de muzica locala,
ateliere de desen si teatru pentru copii si o piesa de teatru in fiecare seara, inainte de concert.
Biroul nostru a fost insarcinat sa transforme o parcare arsa de soare intr-o oaza locuibila si
primitoare. Bugetul a fost mic, dar suficient. Am lucrat cu saci de nisip pentru a construi o
piscina mica. Am folosit copacii existenti si cladirile inconjuratoare pentru a ancora un umbrar
mare peste piscina. Designul a inclus si 0 banca sociala lunga orientata spre scena de concert
si mai multe mese cu umbrele. Piscina a fost atractia principala a evenimentului si a fost
imediat invadata de copii de toate varstele. Ei s-au jucat in timp ce se racoreau. in mijlocul
piscinei, am plasat un mic movilet care arata ca o insula. Copiii care o foloseau pareau foci.

Piscina a fost atat de primitoare si generoasa incat unele dintre ateliere s-au mutat in interiorul
ei. Alaturi de piscina, alte doua obiecte urbane au fost folosite pentru a crea noul spatiu: o
banca foarte lunga si un acoperis mare, care oferea umbra pentru piscina si banca. Prin
utilizarea unor artefacte urbane mari (piscina, acoperisul, banca) am sperat sa oferim cadrul
pentru o experienta spatiala colectiva, pentru ca oamenii sa stea impreuna, obligati sa imparta
spatiul. Acest lucru s-a potrivit cu obiceurile comunitatii locale de rromi, care se mandreste cu
viata stradala si o cultura a vietii comunale. Timp de trei zile, spatiul creat de piscina
improvizata, banca lunga si acoperisul mare a devenit centrul vietii comunitare locale. A oferit
un pretext pentru interactiunea sociala si pentru o ocupare jucausa a spatiului public. De
asemenea, a ajutat la reducerea caldurii extreme, caracteristica parcarilor in lunile de vara si,
fmpreuna cu umbrarul, a creat un microclimat care a permis utilizarea spatiului pe tot parcursul
zilei. Experimentul continua fascinatia noastra pentru obiectele urbane mari ca pretext si
stimul pentru comunitate.
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Caleido, set-up for a public space and small pool (or softly covering a parking lot in Ferentari)
The project is placed in Ferentari, Bucharest - a neighborhood famous for its large Roma
community and significant social challenges (poverty, school drop-out, illiteracy, women abuse
and many others). In 2022 the Amphitheater Foundation - our client, organized a festival aimed
at boosting education and community spirit. The festival featured concerts by artists emerging
out of the local music school, drawing and theater workshops for children and a theatre play
each night, before the concert. Our office was commissioned to turn a sun burnt parking lot
into a habitable oasis and welcoming oasis. The budget was small but sufficient. We worked
with sandbags to build a small swimming pool. We used the existing trees and surrounding
buildings to anchor a large shader over the pool. The design also featured a long social bench
oriented towards the concert scene and several tables with umbrellas. The swimming pool was
the main attraction of the event, and it was immediately flooded with children of all ages. They
played as they cooled down. In the middle of the swimming pool, we placed a small lump that

looked like an island. Children using it looked like seals, relaxing. The pool was so welcoming
and generous that even some of the workshops moved inside it. Along with the swimming pool
two other urban objects were used to create the new space: a very long bench and a large
cover, providing shade for the swimming pool and the bench. By using large urban artefacts
(the pool, the covering, the bench) we hoped to provide the setting for a collective spatial
experience, for people to sit together, compelled to share the space. This was a great match
with the local Roma community boasting street life and a culture of communal living. For three
days the space created by the improvised swimming pool, the long bench and the large cover
became the center of local communal life. It provided pretext for social interaction and for a
playful occupation of the public realm. It also helped reduce the extreme heat, characteristic of
parking lots in the summer months, and, together with the covering, it created a microclimate
that allowed the space to be used all day long. The experiment was a continuation of our
fascination with the use of large urban objects as a pretext for social engagement.



