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In-between space. The scaffold.

From utilitarian structure of
covering until the compositional
interpretation and urban dynamics

We start with the scaffolding as an intermediate element in the architecture of the
city. It is itself a cover for the building next which it stands and also gives it a cover
(contemporary interpretation) by restoring finishes or renewing them, but also a
new shelter (house-within-house) when the scaffolding is in the interior space or
covers the entire roof of the building. It is minimally invasive to the building,
anchoring at only a few points. This in-between space, often autonomous, changes
the geometry of the volumes, their proportion, their level of detailing, sometimes
denser than the original, or, on the contrary, it reduces everything to a two-
dimensional drawing. We choose to talk about the scaffolding that covers a
building-monument because this type of construction has a compositional richness
(density of materials, structural and decorative elements, textures, jutties, volumes
of different heights and with different covering solutions) and often a scaffolding
opening gives us the chance to focus on a limited field of the facade. This three-
dimensional, structural cover can confuse us by being trapped in the logic of the
3D created by the structural elements, but it can also help us by cutting out parts of
the content. It thus provides us with a grid that we can traverse both with our eyes
and with our feet, which makes it special because it gives consistency to the cover,
which is not a mere shell, but a space, with many valences, which will be
discussed, including the function of a temporary portico (cover - shelter) at street
level.

This envelope produces new faces of the building, from the rudimentary
(improvised scaffolding made of wooden planks) to the high-tech (uncovered metal
filiform structure or covered with thin, transparent canvas), and even kitsch
(structure for advertising billboards on historical monuments) in consumer society.
We will go through these hypostases together and try to show how contemporary
urban life is changing around a building under scaffolding, how it suddenly
becomes noticed for taking citizens out of their comfort zone or for offering new
ways of approaching the building, or how it offers tourists the chance to come back
to see the newly restored building.
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